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This book highlights several significant issues related to teaching and learning spoken
English language skills, in the context of higher education learning. One of the highlights is
that the local graduates are not competent to communicate in English, which consequently
affects their chances of being employed. Hence, this book offers an insight into
research-based practices on spoken skills instruction as practiced by a group of English
lecturers in a polytechnic. Itincludes in-depth discussions on the salient differences between
spoken and written language. Such knowledge is needed as it informs English teachers and
instructors on the appropriate approaches that they should adopt in planning and teaching
spoken language to students. In addition, prominent theories and concepts that contribute
to the construction of beliefs and knowledge are also presented as teaching practices have
always been governed by cognition, beliefs, education and personal encounters. Overall,
this book is an ideal source for English teachers and instructors to understand how spoken
language should be taught in order to improve students’ communicative competence, as
well as the factors that are influential to teaching practices. Understanding these concepts
may be useful for effective reflective practice which is needed for more effective pedagogical
practices.
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